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• AMCLI
Associazione Microbiologi Clinici Italiani

• SIM
Società Italiana di Microbiologia

• SIMIT
Società Italiana di Malattie Infettive e Tropicali

• SIN
Società Italiana di Neonatologia

• SOI
Società Oftalmologica Italiana

• SOIPA
Società Italiana di Parassitologia

• COMUNE DI MATERA

• PROVINCIA DI MATERA

• Università degli Studi di Pavia

PATRONAGE REQUESTED
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The International Congress on Congenital Toxoplasmosis
takes place every 4 years alternatively in Europe and
South America.
In its 6th edition, it will take place in Matera, Italy, with the
purpose of gather experts on Toxoplasmosis (in 
pregnancy, in the fetus and  in the newborn) from 
different areas of the world, to assess the current burden
of disease and its implication for public health and 
policymakers, to provide new strategies to reduce the 
burden of congenital infection (via screening programs,
national guidelines and antiparasitic therapies).

PRESENTATION
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Honorary President  
Jack Remington 

President
Valeria Meroni 

Scientific Committee
Daniel Ajzenberg (Limoges, France)
Justus Garweg (Berna, Switzerland)
Eleonor Gastal Lago (Porto Alegre, Brasil)
Jorge Enrique Gomez Marin (Armenia, Colombia)
Laurent Mandelbrot (Paris, France)
Valeria Meroni (Pavia, Italy)
Jose Montoya (Palo Alto, United States)
Lilian Oliveira (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil)
Hervé Pelloux (Grenoble, France)
Eskild Petersen (Muscat, Oman)
Francois Peyron (Lyon, France)
Daniel Vasconcelos Santos (Belo Horizonte, Brasil)
Luigia Scudeller (Pavia, Italy)
Martine Wallon (Lyon, France)

Organizing Committee
Alessia Arossa (Pavia, Italy)
Elena Rosa Maria Antoniazzi (Pavia, Italy)
Lina Bollani (Pavia, Italy)
Fabrizio Bruschi (Pisa, Italy)
Agata Calvario (Bari, Italy)
Riccardo Davanzo (Matera, Italy)
Giulio De Stefano (Matera, Italy)
Gaetano Filice (Pavia, Italy)
Francesca Genco (Pavia, Italy)
Giuseppe Miragliotta (Bari, Italy)
Guido Scalia (Catania, Italy)
Arsenio Spinillo (Pavia, Italy)
Mauro Stronati (Pavia, Italy)
Lina Tomasoni (Brescia, Italy)
Eustachio Vitullo (Matera, Italy)4

COMMITTEES



Day 1 – Sunday, September 15th, 2019
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SESSION I - “Assessing the burden of congenital toxoplasmosis in 2019”

Chairman: Valeria Meroni (Pavia, Italy)

08.00-09.00 Participants registration

09.00-09.30 Opening Ceremony

Fabrizio Bruschi (Presidente Società SOIPA)

Pierangelo Clerici (Presidente Società AMCLI)

Massimo Galli (Presidente Società SIMIT)

09.30-09.50 Origin of Toxoplasma gondii

Daniel Aizenberg (Limoges, France)

09.50-10.20 Declining incidence in Europe: causes and medical impact

Martine Wallon (Lyon, France)

10.20-10.40 And in the world?

Rosalynd Moreira (Brasilia, Brasil)

10.40-10.50 Discussion

10.50-11.00 Coffee Break

SESSION II - “Congenital toxoplasmosis in Europe and New World: 

is it different and why?”

Chairman: Daniel Ajzenberg (Limoges, France)

11.00-11.30 Fetus

Laurent Mandelbrot (Paris, France), 

Jorge Enrique Gomez Marin (Armenia, Colombia)

11.30-12.00 Newborns

Patricia Garcia-Meric (Marseille, France),

Erika Carellos (Minas Gerais, Brasil)
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Day 1 – Sunday, September 15th, 2019

12.00-12.30 Ocular Toxoplasmosis
Daniel De Vasconcelos Santos (Belo Horizonte, Brasil), 
Justus Garweg (Bern, Switzerland)

12.30-12.45 Discussion

12.45-14.00 LUNCH

14.00-14.30 Physiopathology state of the art
Isabel Dimier Poisson (Tours, France)

14.30-15.00 Neuro-psychiatric effects
Fabrizio Bruschi (Pisa, Italy)

15.00-17.00 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

18.30 Welcome Cocktail
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Day 2 – Monday, September 16th, 2019

SESSION III: “Reducing the burden of congenital toxoplasmosis”
Chairman: Lilian Oliveira (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil)

09.00-09.40 Improve the diagnosis: new tests
Jose Montoya (Palo Alto, USA)

09.40-10.00 Vaccine - State of the Art
Eskild Petersen (Muscat, Oman), 
Xing-Quan Zhu (Lanzhou, Republic of China)

10.00-10.10 Discussion

10.10-11.10 WORKSHOP
Ocular toxo for morons
Daniel Vasconcelos Santos
(Belo Horizonte, Brasil)

11.10-11.30 Coffee Break

11.30-11.50 Toxo-free meat? Myth or reality
Alice Vismarra (Parma, Italy)

11.50-12.50 Safe food and water
Annunziata Giangaspero (Foggia, Italy), 
Lorenza Putignani (Roma, Italy), 
Lilian Oliveira (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil)

12.50-13.00 Discussion

13.00-14.00 Lunch

14.00-14.30 New drugs and old drugs: toxicity
Jose Montoya (Palo Alto, USA)

14.30-14.45 Discussion

14.45-17.45 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

20.30 Social Dinner

SIMULTANEOUSLY
10.10-11.10    Poster tour



Day 3 – Tuesday, September 17th , 2019
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SESSION IV: “Improving our knowledge of congenital toxoplasmosis”
Chairman: Luigia Scudeller (Pavia, Italy)

09.00-09.20 From ICOCT 2000 to ICOCT 2019: any changes? 
Vox clamantis in deserto
Francois Peyron (Lyon, France)

09.20-09.30 Discussion

09.30-09.50 ROUND TABLE: Ante natal screening pro and con:
why no consensus?

09.50-10.00 Patients opinion
Margaret Haugh (Lyon, France)

10.00-10.15 Coffee Break

10.15-10.30 Screening cost effectiveness
Christine Binquet (Dijon, France)

10.30-10.50 Do we have efficient treatment?
Martine Wallon (Lyon, France)

10.50-11.20 Guidelines
Luigia Scudeller (Pavia, Italy)

11.20-11.40 Prospective: debate
Valeria Meroni (Pavia, Italy)

11.40-12.00 Discussion

12.00-12.10 Conclusions
Valeria Meroni (Pavia, Italy)

12.10-12.30 CME questionnaire compilation

12.30-13.30 Lunch



DANIEL AJZENBERG (Limoges, France)

CHRISTINE BINQUET (Dijon, France)

FABRIZIO BRUSCHI (Pisa, Italy)

ERIKA CARELLOS (Minas Gerais, Brasil)

ISABEL DIMIER POISSON (Tours, France)

PATRICIA GARCIA-MERIC (Marseille, France)

JUSTUS GARWEG (Bern, Switzerland)

ANNUNZIATA GIANGASPERO (Foggia, Italy)

JORGE ENRIQUE GOMEZ MARIN (Armenia, Colombia)

MARGARET HAUGH (Lyon, France)

LAURENT MANDELBROT (Paris, France)

VALERIA MERONI (Pavia, Italy)

JOSE MONTOYA (Palo Alto, USA)

ROSALYND MOREIRA (Brasilia, Brasil)

LILIAN OLIVEIRA (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil)

ESKILD PETERSEN (Muscat, Oman)

FRANCOIS PEYRON (Lyon, France)

LORENZA PUTIGNANI (Roma, Italy)

LUIGIA SCUDELLER (Pavia, Italy)

DANIEL VASCONCELOS SANTOS (Belo Horizonte, Brasil)

ALICE VISMARRA (Parma, Italy)

MARTINE WALLON (Lyon, France)

XINGQUAN ZHU (Lanzhou, Republic of China) 9

FACULTY
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Day 1 - Assessing the burden of congenital toxoplasmosis in 2019
• Epidemiology
• Short-term outcome:

- In fetuses
- In newborns

• Long-term outcome:
- Ocular toxoplasmosis
- Immune response
- Neuro-psychiatric effects 

• Case reports

Day 2 - Reducing the burden of congenital toxoplasmosis 
• Improvement of diagnostics and management
• Toxo-free meat
• Vaccine strategy
• Prenatal education
• Prenatal screening
• Neonatal screening
• Estimation of cost efficacy of different screening programs
• Anti-parasitic therapies (present and perspectives)

Day 3 - Improving our knowledge of congenital toxoplasmosis
• Guidelines for congenital toxoplasmosis: myth or reality?
• Patient stories and internet fake news
• From ICOCT 2000 to ICOCT 2019: why the same questions 

congress after congress ?

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS AND POSTERS
The scientific programme of the conference will include Oral Communica-
tions and Posters' Sessions and Discussions of Posters. The Abstracts and
the type of presentations will be selected by the Scientific Committee. 
Abstracts must contain original data, not already presented on other 
occasions. Abstracts must be in English and will be published in the
Abstract Book.
The Organizing Secretariat will inform the first author on the abstract
form, via e-mail, of the acceptance of the work, the format (oral communi-
cation or poster) and the date and time of presentation.
Twelve minutes will be allocated for the presentation of each communica-
tion, after which there will be a three minutes discussion.
Size of Posters: 70 cm wide x 100 cm high. The mounting material is 
available at the display area. 
The presence of the Author is required during the poster presentation.

TOPICS FOR ABSTRACTS



HOW TO SUBMIT THE ABSTRACT
Abstracts must be submitted exclusively using the on-line form, following
the instructions available at www.icoct.info.
The system will automatically send the notification of successful 
submission.
If you do not receive the notification, please contact the Organizing
Secretariat at francesca.granata@nadirex.com.
The person that submit the Abstract, must indicate the Presenting Author:
- Submitters and Presenting Author are responsible for the accuracy of

all data submitted including correct spelling of names and institutions
- The Submitters must indicate the preferred presentation form (Oral 

Communication or Poster).  The choice is not binding.
- The Presenting Author will receive all the official communications from

the Organizing Secretariat
- The Presenting Author must be registrated to the Congress.

Any change must be immediately communicated to the Organizing 
Secretariat at francesca.granata@nadirex.com.

Use Word program (extension .docx)

Text - The text must be formatted in Arial font size 10. ALL CAPS for text
(other than abbreviations or acronyms) are not allowed. The abstract text
may not be longer than a maximum of 350 words.

Pictures/Graphs/Tables - Authors may include a maximum of one picture
or graph or one table (of up to ten rows x ten columns) per abstract. Words
within the table count towards the total maximum of words allowed.

Title - Abstract titles must be submitted according to the scientific rules. 
This includes any special characters and special words that need to be 
capitalized or in italics. Abstract titles will be proofread. Titles in ALL CAPS
(other than abbreviations or acronyms) are not allowed.

Keywords - Authors are asked to enter three keywords to better define
the abstract content.

DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
July 31st, 2019 - On-line submission.
August 4th, 2019 - Notification of acceptance of abstracts.

ABSTRACTS
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CONGRESS VENUE
Casa Cava Cultural Centre
Via San Pietro Barisano, 47 - Matera, Italy

ORGANIZING SECRETARIAT 
AND CME PROVIDER Nr. 265
Nadirex International
Via Riviera, 39 - 27100 Pavia (Italy)
Tel. +39 0382 525735/14  - Fax +39 0382 525736 
E-mail: gloria.molla@nadirex.com
www.nadirex.com

CME CREDITS 
The request for CME credits has been forwarded to the Italian Ministry of
Health for 200 participants, for:
- PHYSICIAN (Infectious Diseases, Neonatology, 
Pediatrics, Gynecology and Obstetrics, Ophthalmologists, Microbiology and 
Virology, General Practitioners)
- BIOLOGIST
- NURSE
- MIDWIFE
- VETERINARIAN (Hyegiene of breeding and zootechnical productions; Hygiene
production, transfer, commercial, conserv. and tras. foods of animal origin and 
derivatives; animal health)
Nr. 265-232974 - Nr. 12,6 CME credits

REGISTRATION FEES
Within July 31st , 2019  
Physician, Biologist, Midwife, Veterinarian € 244,00 (€ 200,00 + 22% VAT)
Student free
After July 31st , 2019
Physician, Biologist, Midwife, Veterinarian € 305,00 (€ 250,00 + 22% vat)
Student free

SINGLE DAY
Within July 31st , 2019 € 85,40 (€ 70,00 + 22% VAT)
After July 31st , 2019 € 103,70 (€ 85,00 + 22% VAT)
Student free

The registration fee includes:
• Participation at the meeting works
• Congress kit
• Printed material
• Attendance certificate
• Coffee breaks and buffet lunches as on programme
• Cocktail of September 15th
• Social dinner of September 16th

GENERAL INFORMATIONS



REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
The registration form has to be filled in and sent to the Organizing Secreta-
riat, together with the copy of the payment, within September 13th, 2019
Registration can be made:
• Online on the website: www.icoct.info
• By Email: francesca.granata@nadirex.com
• By Fax: +39 0382/525736
• By mail: sending to Nadirex International

Via Riviera 39 - 27100 Pavia

METHODS OF PAYMENT
Payment can be made by bank transfer or credit card.
Bank details:
Nadirex INTERNATIONAL Srl
IBAN: IT48A0311111305000000030112
Swift Code: BLOPIT22634
The copy of the bank transfer should be sent together with the registration
form to the Organizing Secretariat. The Organizing Secretariat will not 
accept any registration without the payment of the fee.

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTIONS FROM VAT
(Art. 10 Paragraph 20 D.P.R. 637/72)
Public institutions requiring exemption of VAT for the registration of their
staff must tick the appropriate space on the registration form and put on
their official stamp mark. Requests sent without an institutional stamp mark
cannot be accepted.
Once payment has been made, reimbursement of VAT and related credit
note cannot be made.
For accounting reasons, registration without 
the requested payment information will not 
be accepted. 

HOTEL ACCOMODATION
Contact directly the local Agency “Agenzia Viaggi Lionetti”; 
please make reference to the title of the congress:
- by phone: +39 0385 334033
- by e-mail: turismolocale@viaggilionetti.com

GENERAL INFORMATIONS
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METHODS OF PAYMENT
BANK  TRANSFER made payable to: Nadirex International S.r.l. 
IBAN: IT48A0311111305000000030112 - Swift Code: BLOPIT22634
CREDIT CARD:   ❑ VISA ❑ MASTER CARD       ❑ AMERICAN EXPRESS
Number ......................................................... CV2 code .............................  Expiry date ......................................................................................
Card holder’s name (in capital letters) .............. Signature ...............................................................................................................

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM VAT (Art. 10 comma 20 D.P.R. 637/72)  Stamp ................................................
I authorise the use of my personal data in accordance with Legislative Decree 196/2003

Date .............................................................................................................. Signature ..............................................................................................................

Name ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Surname ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Profession .......................................................................................... Discipline ....................................................................................................................

Institution ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postal Code ..............................   Town/City .................................................................................................... Province ...............................................

Tel. Mobile Tel. ..........................................................................  E-mail ...................................................................................................................................

INVOICE INFORMATION (Mandatory)

Invoice headed to Name/Last name or company name: .....................................................................................................................................

Address ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postal Code ................. Town/City .............................................................. Province ................ State ........................................................................

VAT Number .......................................................................................... Fiscal Code  .......................................................................................................

Birth date ................................................................................................... Birth place ..........................................................................................................

✁

R E G I S T R AT I O N  F O R M
CME Provider Nr. 265: Nadirex International S.r.l. - The request
for CME credits has been forwarded to the Italian Ministry of
Health for 200 participants, for: Physician - Biologist - Nurse -
Midwife - Veterinarian
Nr. 265-232974 - Nr. 12,6 CME credits

Fill in using capital letters and send with payment to: 
NADIREX INTERNATIONAL s.r.l.
Via Riviera, 39-27100 Pavia 
Fax. +39.0382.525736 - gloria.molla@nadirex.com

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING DETAILS

REGISTRATION FEES (VAT 22% included)

Type of registration Within July 31st 2019 After July 31st 2019

PHYSICIAN, BIOLOGIST, MIDWIFE, € 244,00 (€ 200,00 + 22% VAT) € 305,00 (€ 250,00 + 22% VAT)
VETERINARIAN

SINGLE DAY € 85,40 (€ 70,00 + 22% VAT) € 103,70 (€ 85,00 + 22% VAT)

Day 1 - sept 15th                    Day 2 - sept 16th                         Day 3 - sept 17th

STUDENTS FREE*

* Students are kindly requested to provide an official proof of the status from the Institution / Hospital they
practice their specialty in.



ORGANIZING SECRETARIAT 

Nadirex International
Via Riviera, 39 - 27100 Pavia (Italy)

Tel. +39 0382 525735/14 
Fax +39 0382 525736 

E-mail: gloria.molla@nadirex.com

www.icoct.info


